
 

 

The Town That Went Offshore 

 
Fed up of seeing multinational companies using legal loopholes to avoid paying billions of pounds 

in tax1, an alliance of small, independent businesses from one Welsh town have taken their busi-

nesses offshore too… now they want to get the support of the rest of the country. 

 

Complicated offshore tax planning techniques have traditionally been the preserve of big busi-

nesses, who can afford to employ armies of expensive tax lawyers and accountants. Until now… 
The business owners of picturesque Crickhowell near the Brecon Beacons2 are claiming to have in-

vented their own DIY tax structure which would allow them and other small businesses to legally 

avoid their tax in the same way their multinational competitors do. 

 

In an ambitious project, which will be the subject of a BBC Two documentary3, representatives 

from the town have been on an investigative journey through tax havens to discover for themselves 

how some of the world’s biggest companies move their profits around the world. Then, copying 

those perfectly legal tricks, they have set up offshore holding companies in the Netherlands and the 

Isle of Man, allowing them to move their money out of the UK too. 

 

The group believe they’re on the brink of creating a tax scheme that could level the playing field 

between large and small businesses. To demonstrate that the idea has real potential reach, they’re 

asking for the support of thousands of other independent businesses. 

 

As part of their scheme, the shops in Crickhowell have rebranded themselves as Fair Tax Town 

shops, with new stickers in windows, logos on coffee cups, branded tote bags and balloons. Now, 

with a viral campaign, they are encouraging other small, independent high streets to show their sup-

port and do the same. The slogan of the new Fair Tax Town movement is - ‘Either we all pay tax or 

none of us do.’ 

 

Steve, a local coffee shop owner says, ‘Becoming a Fair Tax Town business means that you’re will-

ing to pay your tax, but only if the corporations do too. If the government doesn’t act now to close 
the tax loopholes once and for all, then we’re all going to use them. Why not, if it’s supposedly le-
gal?’ 

 

Emma, who owns the bookshop on the high street, says ‘Unlike many big corporations, we believe 

in paying tax. It pays for important stuff like roads and schools and hospitals. But we’ve had 
enough of paying for it all ourselves. That’s why we’ve created the Fair Tax Town Brand and why 
we’re calling for other towns to join the movement.’ 
 

Jeff Thomas, who runs Crickhowell’s local outdoor clothing shop says: “We’ve had endless pro-

mises of action from the government when it comes to tax, but nothing seems to change. Maybe the 

government will finally act when they have no more money left.” 

 
Jo Caulfield, who runs the local smoked foods manufacturer, says: “Until now, businesses like ours 

haven’t been able to afford to employ the same expensive tax lawyers who help big business legally 

                                                 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470540/HMRC-
measuring-tax-gaps-2015-1.pdf 
2 Picturesque Crickhowell in the Brecon Beacons is one of the few high streets left in the UK with 

almost no multinational chains. It’s a town dominated by independent, family-run businesses, many 

stretching back three or even four generations. 
3 The journey will be the subject of a documentary, broadcast on BBC Two early in 2016. The film 

is presented by BAFTA-winning comedian Heydon Prowse, star of BBC Three’s The Revolution 

Will Be Televised. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470540/HMRC-measuring-tax-gaps-2015-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470540/HMRC-measuring-tax-gaps-2015-1.pdf


 

 

get around tax laws. But through a lot of hard work, we’ve managed to crack the code, and work 

out how to use the same totally legal tricks that the big boys do.” 
  

 
 


